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The Committee had previously asked to be informed with regard to actions taken in relation
to petition P-04-648. | would, therefore, like to take the opportunity to provide an update.

A Notification Direction was issued on 22 March 2016 regarding underground coal
gasification, the effect of which is for local planning authorities to notify Welsh Ministers
where they do not propose to refuse an application for underground coal gasification. The
new direction will apply to any relevant application for planning permission registered as
valid on or after 25 March 2016 and includes all applications connected with the gasification
of coal in the strata but does not include the drilling of boreholes solely for the purposes of
core sampling. This represents a precautionary approach in terms of the planning system.

| can confirm the intention previously expressed by my predecessor not to apply the
Notification Direction relating to shale gas and coal bed methane to exploratory boreholes.
This Direction remains as issued on 13 February 2015, on the basis of exploratory
boreholes being widely used for engineering operations and routinely undertaken without
any adverse environmental impacts.
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We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.



